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Since the Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission did not begin to function until 
mid-September of 1939, this report will only cover a portion of the fiscal year ending 
November 30, 1939. It is divided into three parts: activities of the Commission; a sta-
tistical summary of aeronautics in the Commonwealth on November 30, 1939; and 
recommendations for further development. 
I 
On September 12, the Commission in accordance with Section 37 of Chapter 393 
appointed a Director of Aeronautics, and arrangements were made for office space at 
the Administration Building at the Boston Airport. Pending preparation of the office, 
which was not completed until November 6, the business of the Commission was con-
ducted in space donated by the Department of Public Works. 
The major accomplishments of the Commission have been: first, the preparation 
and issuance of regulations covering airports, airplanes, pilots, and air traffic; second, 
the inspection of airports now operating in the Commonwealth; third, arranging for 
the use of the waters of the Commonwealth as seaplane landing areas; and fourth, the 
preparation of a plan for the future location and development of airports essential to 
the transportation facilities of the Commonwealth. 
For the use of the commission $5,000 was allotted and it was found that approxi-
mately $2,000 more was available in the Registry of Motor Vehicles budget for air 
marking. The $2,000 was used to purchase paint for marking the roofs of buildings; 
the other expenditures of the Commission have been as follows:* 
Office Furnitu)'c and Fixtures 
Payroll . 
Office Supplies 
Postage . 
Telephone and Telegraph 
Rent 
Travel 
Air Marking 
Miscellaneous 
leaving a balance of 
$900.42 
2,038.80 
238.89 
92.72 
47.31 
41.67 
180.26 
92.51 
229.37 
$3,861.95 
$1,138.05 
'There were unpaid liabilities, as of November 30, 1939, of $580 .84 which will be paid in 1940, 
and the necessal-Y balance will be carried forward . 
Financial Statement verified. 
Approved. 
GEO. E. MURPHY, Comptroller. 
II 
Where the following tables for Massachusetts do not show the relationship be-
tween January I, and November 30, the information was not available. Aircraft values 
are market. Commercial flying operation includes aircraft mechanics schools operating 
solely as such. 
Student and Solo 
Private . 
Commercial 
Total . 
PILOTS 
Jan. I, 1939 Nov. 30, 1939 
261 1,447 
302 404 
218 272 
781 2,123 
Private . 
Commercial . 
Air Transport 
Total 
Private . 
Commercial 
Municipal 
Military and Naval 
Federal Intermediate 
Total 
Commercial Flying 
Operations 
Air Transport 
Total 
4) 
Ac' 
1. J AIRCRHT 
J Number Number Estimated Value 
Jan. 1,1939 Nov. 30, 1939 Nov. 30, 1939 
264 
AIRPORTS AND LANDING FIELDS 
236 $258,680 
2 14 382,970 
7 400,000 
457 
Jan . 1, 1939 
7 
31 
5 
3 
1 
47 
$1,041 ,650 
Nov. 30, 1939 
7 
33 
5 
3 
1 
49 
PERSONNEL AND GROSS BUSINESS-1938-1939 
PERSO NNEL EMPLOYED 
Estimated 
Number Number Yearly Payroll 
1938 1939 1938 1939 
170 
214 
226 
440 
$355,000 
III 
$407,800 
471,110 
$878,910 
ESTIMATED GROSS BUSINl.SS 
1938 
$657,500 
1939 
$1,570,100 
1,002,700 
$2,572,800 
The past and future work of the Commission falls into two general classifications: 
regulation and development. 
Regulation is at present a comparatively simple matter, inasmuch as all licensing 
and inspection of aircraft and pilots, and all accident investigation is handled by the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority of the United States. 
Development of aeronautics, in the first instance, at least, is largely the develop-
ment of well planned and numerous landing areas. Airports in the Commonwealth are 
sufficient neither for the present needs of private nor of transport flying. 
There were on January 1. 1939, 5 municipally and 31 commercially owned air-
ports in Massachusetts. In the United States, including Massachusetts, there were, 
according to the records of the Civil Aeronautics Authority, 791 municipally and 433 
commercially owned airports. This is a ratio unfavorable to Massachusetts for two 
reasons. First, there is no guarantee of permanence in privately owned airports; and 
second, since more than half of the money now invested in airport construction has 
been supplied by the Emergency Relief Administration, Civil Works Administration, 
or Works Progress Administration, and since Federal funds may only be spent on 
publicly owned airports, Massachusetts is bound to get much less than its fair share of 
such funds. Every effort should be made to bring about public ownership of airports 
in Massachusetts. 
On November 30, of 39 airports and landing fields in Massachusetts, only 1 is 
satisfactory for year round, day and night operation of air transport equipment, and, 
only 12 can properly be called airports for any purpose. The rest are unsatisfactory 
either because they are too small, are not properly marked, or are affected by the 
possibility of nearby obstructions. The Commonwealth should undertake to see that 
airports are adequately and uniformly marked and airport obstruction zoning legisla-
tion should be prepared for submission to the next legislature. 
There are no prepared landing areas designed for purely recreational purposes in 
Massachusetts. Because of the la rge and increasing number of private airplanes and 
pilots; because of the importance to Massachusetts of its recreational facilities; and 
because there would be no benefit sufficiently direct to induce private capital or a small 
town to do this, the Commonwealth should consider the desirability of obtaining, by 
lease or otherwise, and marking landing areas immediately adj acent to beaches, state 
forests , etc. 
Such airport development as has taken place in Massachusetts has not in many 
cases considered the best interests of the State or of aeronautical development. The 
preparation of a logical plan will be of some help, but it is probable that the State 
should in some way control the location of all future airport and airway construction* 
Finally, although many parts used in the manufacture of aircraft are made in 
Massachusetts, there are no aircraft, aircraft engine, or aircraft accessory manufac-
turing concerns as yet doing business here. The Commission is making every effort to 
induce such manufacturers to come to Massachusetts and will continue to do so with 
the aid of other departments of the Commonwealth. 
*Excerpt from the Report of the Special Recess Commission on Airports and Avia-
tion. Senate No. 102, November 23, 1937: "The Commission wishes to express 
itself most emphatically that it believes that the control, location and design of 
airports in the future should be a State and Federal function. The Commission 
does not mean to suggest by this statement that all airports should be exclusively 
the property of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. However, it does feel that 
with the growth of air mail and air transportation that has taken place since 1927, 
as illustrated in Appendix A of this report, the proper location of airports to best 
serve the Commonwealth of Massachusetts can be done only through the medium 
of the State as a controlling factor." 
Respectfully submitted, 
CHANDLER HOVEY 
GARDINER H . FISKE 
JEROME C. HUNSAKER 
ROBERT M. LOVE 
JOHN M. WELLS 
JOHN W. BEAL 
EUGENE M. MCSWEENEY 
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